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Examining the Role of Imported Inputs in Export Development

of Manufacturing Companies in Iran
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This research was conducted to examine the role of imported inputs in enhancing export
performance of Iranian manufacturing firms. Despite the undeniable impact of specialized
imports on export capacity, domestic research literature has paid limited attention to this
relationship, and under the dominance of import substitution policies, this issue has been
neglected. The present study, employing a descriptive-survey method, collected the required
data through questionnaires from a statistical sample of 98 manufacturing firms active
in foreign trade (import-export). The analyses were performed using structural equation
modeling. The results indicate that "the value of imported inputs," "supply sources," and
"types of inputs" have a positive and significant impact on the export development of
Iranian manufacturing firms. "The value of imported inputs," through the technology and
know-how embedded in them, "imports sourced from advanced, reputable, and efficient
suppliers", due to their ability to provide continuous and high-quality inputs, and "the types
of imported inputs," by enhancing production capacity and final product quality, play an
effective role in improving the international competitiveness of firms. The main innovation
of this research lies in its dual perspective on foreign trade (the import-export nexus),
demonstrating that targeted imports can serve as a driver for export development. The
findings of this study are useful for firm managers seeking to leverage specialized imports
and the associated knowledge and networks as a pathway to enter export markets, and
for policymakers to consider the importance of proper imports for building networks and
entering foreign markets, alongside concerns such as maintaining the country's currency
balance.

1. zakery@iust.ac.ir JEL Classification: F14, F23, L60

Data Availability: The data used or generated in this research are presented in the text of the article.
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Alternative solutions

The introduction of a centralized check registration and tracking system in Iranian law,
following amendments to the Check Act, has given rise to numerous legal questions
and novel forms of litigation. One key issue is the obligation of the issuer to register
checks in this system to preserve their authenticity as commercial documents, a
requirement that is often the basis for lawsuits filed by holders against issuers. Current
banking regulations generally require that a substantial portion of the issued checks be
either settled or, at the very least, confirmed by holders within the system.

In certain instances, holders, upon receiving the physical check, may decline—

whether for justified or unjustified reasons—to confirm it in the system. This scenario
gives rise to critical legal questions: Can an issuer pursue legal action against a holder
to compel confirmation of a check? If such legal action is permissible, are there
alternative remedies that could provide more efficient and practical outcomes than
traditional court proceedings? Furthermore, do the existing regulatory frameworks
allow for the adoption of such alternative solutions?
Using a qualitative methodology that combines library research with interviews
conducted with judges and lawyers, this paper argues that these lawsuits are legally
permissible and that current regulations provide scope for proposing alternatives
as more efficient solutions. Divided into two sections, the study first identifies the
challenges associated with this issue and then offers solutions, aiming to address the
outlined questions and support the proposed hypotheses.
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The increasing competition between companies in the present era, along with the
globalization of exchanges, the expansion of business activities from local to regional and
from regional to global, and the shift in business philosophy from product orientation to
customer and demand orientation, have created conditions for companies and organizations
to gain a competitive advantage by building agile and intelligent supply chains. One of
the key factors behind the success of pioneering companies is their ability to rapidly adapt
to complex and fast-paced developments while complying with international standards.
One of the international standards in the field of logistics and supply chain management
is the GS1 standards developed by the global GS1 organization. These standards, offered
in three categories—identification, automatic data capture, and data sharing— contribute
significantly to improving supply chain processes. The GS1 Iran Center, which is the
official and exclusive representative of this organization in Iran, provides these standards
in the country; however, for various reasons, the adoption of these services has not been
widespread and has not reached all parts of the supply chain.

In this study, first, the types of services provided by the GS1 Iran Center in the field of
supply chain management were explained, and then a comprehensive needs assessment
of various organizations and industries in the country regarding the services of this center
was conducted. Using survey research and questionnaires, the needs of different types of
organizations for the services of GS1 Iran Center were identified and prioritized. Finally,
policy recommendations and strategic measures for promoting the use of GS1 standards
in the country to optimize supply chain processes were presented.
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The rapid growth of technology and innovative developments has brought about sig-
nificant changes in lifestyles and has affected all economic sectors. Among these, the
tourism industry has been the most impacted, providing tourists in the modern era with
a completely different experience. While the influence of technological and innovative
developments on tourism is evident, the extent and nature of their effects require more
in-depth analysis. This research aims to explore the impact of the knowledge-based econ-
omy and technological innovations on Iran's tourism industry.To achieve this, data from
Iran spanning the years 1990 to 2021 were analyzed using an autoregressive distributed
lag (ARDL) model, which allowed for the estimation of both long-term and short-term
relationships. The findings indicate that while the expansion of innovation had a posi-
tive and significant effect on foreign tourist arrivals, the growth of the knowledge-based
economy did not necessarily translate into an increase in foreign tourism and even had a
negative effect.Examining the causes and potential factors can have significant implica-
tions for future research and strategic planning in the tourism industry. Additionally, the
research revealed that improvements in infrastructure and a rise in exchange rates have
encouraged tourists to visit Iran, whereas inflation consistently reduced their interest. The
study also quantified the impact of COVID-19 on tourism, estimating it at -2.767, high-

lighting its substantial negative effect.
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Test Statistic value Significance 1(0) I(1)
10% 2.08% 3%

5% 2.39% 3.38%

2.5% 2.7% 3.73%

F-statistic 22.057765
1% 3.06% 4.15%
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Series: Residuals
Sample 1371 1400

5 ] Observations 30

44 Mean -2.43e-15
Median -0.014491

3 Maximum 0.212134

Minimum -0.157134
Std. Dev. 0.093620

Skewness 0.592160
Kurtosis 2.976905
1
Jarque-Bera  1.753934
0 Probability 0.416043
0.‘1 0 0.‘1 5 0.‘20

015 010 -005 0.0 0.05
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Heteroskedasticity test : ARCH

F-statistic 0.028020 Prob. F(2,25) 0.9724

Obs*R-squared 0.062625 Prob. Chi-Square(2) 0.9692
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Breusch-Godfrey Serial Correlation LM Test
F-statistic 0.1892 Prob. F(2,13) 1.897708

Obs*R-squared 6.779378 Prob. Chi-Square(2) 0.0337
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Brand development is one of the critical success factors for entrepreneurial companies
in small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), yet it has received limited attention in
previous studies. In this regard, the present study was conducted with the aim of designing
a paradigmatic entrepreneurship model focusing on brand development in SMEs.This
research is an applied-developmental study in terms of purpose and a non-experimental
(descriptive) cross-sectional survey in terms of the data collection method. Data were
collected using semi-structured interviews and questionnaires. The Holsti coefficient was
employed to validate the qualitative data analysis. The research participants included
managers from the National Entrepreneurship Organization of Iran and the Strategic
Entrepreneurship Studies Center.

Using theoretical sampling and after reaching theoretical saturation, 15 experts
participated in the qualitative phase. Data analysis was carried out using grounded theory
with MAXQDA software for the qualitative phase and the fuzzy SWARA method with
Excel for the quantitative phase. According to the research model, causal conditions
(technological human resources, entrepreneurial personality, commitment to product/
service quality, and customer experience) affect the core phenomenon (brand-based
entrepreneurship). The core phenomenon, contextual conditions (innovative culture and
technological infrastructure), and intervening conditions (business risks and political-
governmental factors) influence strategies and actions (brand development). Ultimately,
these strategies and actions lead to outcomes such as the development of brand-based
businesses, growth of factory-free production platforms, national economic development,
and national brand development.
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In today's world, the importance of adhering to ethical principles in marketing has
become more pronounced than ever. The aim of this research is to develop an interpretive
structural model of Islamic ethical marketing, focusing on managers’ professional
commitment in essential goods, based on the combination of two methods: thematic
analysis and interpretive structural modeling (ISM). This research is exploratory in
nature in terms of objective and quantitative in terms of approach. In this study, using
semi-structured interviews and snowball sampling, 15 experts were selected. Then, using
thematic analysis, the information extracted from texts and interviews was systematically
categorized and analyzed.

According to the research objectives, the examination of texts was conducted using
thematic analysis strategies for data collection. Ultimately, 16 basic themes, 7 organizing
themes, and 1 overarching theme were identified. The organizing themes included
ethical-social factors, behavioral-marketing factors, educational-informational factors,
environmental-technological factors, ethical-structural factors, interactive factors, and
cultural-legal-economic factors, which ultimately led to the final model being developed
using interpretive structural modeling (ISM).

The results obtained from this study indicate that Islamic ethical marketing can not
only help enhance organizational performance and increase customer satisfaction, but
also, by strengthening managers’ professional commitment, it can lay the foundation for
building credibility and trust in markets related to essential goods. This model can be
used as a practical framework for organizations and managers seeking to integrate Islamic
ethical principles with their professional responsibilities, and it can play an important
role in fostering a positive organizational image, promoting sustainability, and supporting
organizational growth in challenging economic conditions.
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