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The intervention of third parties in the arbitration process is one of the most
controversial issues in the field of international commercial arbitration. Because
third-party participation beyond the its scientific importance carries important
practical consequences for the parties in international arbitration proceedings. At first
glance, the presence of third party with a contractual dispute resolution system by
arbitration seems incompatible. However, with the increase of multilateral disputes
in international commercial transactions and the expansion of the use of arbitration
conditions, international arbitration organizations are increasingly facing the issue of
third-party intervention in the arbitration process. This research intends to examine
the issue of third-party intervention in arbitration with a different approach, primarily
from the perspective of the regulations of international arbitration organizations, and
then on the basis of Iranian laws, and then to discuss its limitations and obstacles. The
findings of the present research show that although the extension of the arbitration
agreement to the third-party, has been accepted in the field of international arbitrations
based on several legal doctrines; But in the Iranian legal system, a single procedure
cannot be considered as the rule on this issue due to the conflicting opinions in this
regard. However, the existence of the element of satisfaction as the main indicator
of arbitration, makes it necessary to provide justified and specific grounds for
expanding the scope of arbitration to third parties. The most important of these basics
are; Representation is the staple rule and the beneficiary that was discussed.
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1. United Utilities (Tallinn) B.V. and Aktsiaselts Tallinna Vesi v. Republic of Estonia, ICSID Case No.
ARB/14/24, Decision on the Application for Leave to Intervene a. Non-Disputing Party Submitted by
the European Commission date. October 2018, available at: https://www.italaw.com/sites/default/files/
case-documents/italaw9936_0.pdf. (last visited on 19 May 2019)

2. ICSID Arbitration Rule 32(2) and ICSID Additional Facility Rule 39(2) regarding access to hearings. See
Art. 48(5) of the ICSID Convention, ICSID Arbitration Rule 48(4).
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1. Report of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law, Forty-First Session (Jun. 16-Jul.
3, 2008), para. 314; Report of Working Group II (Arbitration and Conciliation) on the Work of Its For-
ty-Ninth Session (Vienna, Sep. 15-19, 2008), A/CN.9/665, Sep. 30, 2008, para. 8.
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